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GENERAL INFORMATION  

Admission 
$5.00 Adults 
$4.00 Seniors (60 plus) 
$1.00 Children 7 to 12 
Free, Children 6 and under (must be with an adult) 
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The Maui Historical Society receives operating 
income from Memberships, Donations, Museum 
Gift Shop, Museum Admissions, and the annual 
benefit concert E Ho`oulu Aloha - To Grow In 
Love fundraiser.   
 

Funding from Foundations, businesses, and 
individuals assists us with capital improvements, 
collections management, and special projects. 
 

As a 501 (c) 3, donations to the Maui Historical 
Society are tax deductible to the fullest extent of 
existing law.  Your gift will assist us with continuing 
our mission to Collect, Preserve, Study, Interpret 
and Share the History, and Heritage of Maui.   
 

Your gift is a gift that ensures the past   
is there for future generations 

Welcome To  

Bailey H ouse 

 
 

A program of the Maui Historical Society 
 

Dedicated as a Museum on  July 6, 1957 
 

 
Bailey House was placed on the National and  
Hawai`i Registers of Historic Places in 1972 

 
 



Mission Statement 
The Maui Historical Society shall collect, preserve, study, 

interpret and share the history and heritage of Maui. 
 

The Land 
 One of the most magnificent sites in the Hawaiian Islands is that on which Bai-
ley House stands. 
 

 You are at the mouth of Iao Valley, so sacred that it is the burial place of the 
bones of the great Navigators and the kings and highest chiefs of Maui and other 
islands. Iao was the site in 1795 of the costly defense of the island against the invad-
ing Kamehameha. Shielding the entrance to Iao was the royal compound, with the 
kingõs houses and his heiau. 
 

 Why was this land given to the missionaries for schools? 
 

 The Kamehamehas and their chiefs had been quick to see the value of western 
learning, and encouraged missionaries sent by the ABCFM* to organize hundreds of 
schools to teach their people to read. Hoapili, governor of Maui, and Auwae, chief of 
Wailuku, made some of the best land available, saying to those who grumbled, òIt is a 
fine thing; do not get excited about the land. Give your land to those who are seeking 
knowledge. This is the thing which will establish the government of your 
chiefs...Knowledge is fundamental to living as a chief.ó 
 

 The Central Maui Mission quickly established day schools, first for adults and 
soon for children. A few years later, a boarding school, the Wailuku Female Semi-
nary, was added. 
 

What happened after the Wailuku Female Seminary was closed? 
 

 Edward Bailey bought the land, which had reverted to the crown, and continued 
to teach until his health failed. In the 1860s he attempted to support his family by 
growing and milling sugar cane here. Later his plantation became part of Wailuku 
Sugar Plantation, and the managers lived here. In 1924 a house designed by C. W. 
Dickey was built for the plantation manager. Pundy Yokouchi purchased the entire 
property in 1991 and gave Bailey House and its precious bit of land to the Maui His-
torical Society. 

 

The Wailuku Female Seminary 
 

 In 1837 the missionaries opened the Wailuku Female Seminary to educate girls 
to be ògood Christian wivesó for the graduates of Lahainaluna a school for boys at 
Lahaina. A boarding school, they thought, would have a deeper influence than day 
classes. Rev. Jonathan Green, his wife Theodosia, and Miss Maria Ogden were the 
first teachers, followed by Edward Bailey and his wife Caroline.  
 

 The plan for the school included a two story stone building, used for classes but 
including a room for a chapel and a dining room, which was completed in 1837; and 
an adobe building, used as a dormitory, also completed in 1837. An additional build-
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The Canoe 
The large fishing canoe, Honau-
nau, was built on the Big Island at 
the turn of the 19th century. It is 
one of the few remaining canoes 
made from a single koa log. 
Shaped like an hourglass, it was 
fast because it could òplaneó, and 
its belly could hold many fish. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Significance of 
BAILEY HOUSE  

 

 These buildings are unique in that they represent the combined efforts of mis-
sionaries with their background of Yankee ingenuity and perseverance, and native 
Hawaiians with their craftsmanship and know-how. These are real buildings in 
their original locations. 
  

 The stones, laid up with such skill, remind us of the Hawaiian craftsmen. The 
mortar recalls the natives who carried lime and sand on their shoulders, and chil-
dren who gathered grass to thatch the roof. Hand-adzed timbers tell of the moun-
tain forests where they were cut, and of men and oxen who struggled to drag them 
over miles of rough country. 
 

 The buildings tell a story of the people who lived in them. They were pioneers 
in many fields: as teachers and as students, in education; in the young sugar indus-
try, in legal rights to land and water. They were builders of roads, bridges and 
churches; observers of people and nature; artists, poets and musicians. 
 

 Above all, Bailey House has a story to tellð a story of growth and of change, a 
story of the dynamic interaction of two cultures. And it is a monument to the value 
both cultures placed on education. 
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